April 1954 Journal

Submits Resolution for Coming Convention

L.U. 230, Victoria, B.C. – Anyone with time on his hands would do well to read a recent Ballantine Book, of the 35-cent variety, entitled “Fahrenheit 451” by Bradbury. That is the temperature at which paper burns. 


Not only will this little book remove any traces of boredom, by arousing interest in a serious social problem, it should also stimulate many of us to get busy and do something about it. I don’t think that it will be very popular with the Fire fighters’ Union, however. 


For the good of the Union, this local is sending in a resolution to our forthcoming convention, asking that the whole IBEW membership be placed on the mailing list of that excellent periodical, “LABOR.” This paper is a mine of interesting information as to what goes on in the economic world, and should be a valuable supplement to our Journal in promoting interest in union affairs. 


Members of other A.F. of L. unions receive their copies regularly, as part of their membership benefits, and since our International President is a member of the Board of Directors, this Local feels sure that our idea will have I.O. blessing. We hope that all locals will support this resolution, which is designed to help keep the Brotherhood up to the minute on current affairs. 


A recent fracas at our local city hall has revealed some interesting facts for those who care to take note, the most important being that nowadays, almost everybody has a police record. The writer can remember a time when he could have become a United States citizen by paying the $8.00 head tax taking the oath of allegiance after residential requirements had been fulfilled. It isn’t that easy today. In those days only people who had been convicted of lawbreaking were recorded in the police files, but today, the police seem to work on the system of “getting  something” on anybody they can, it may be useful some day. The fact that the unfortunate victim knows nothing about this until suddenly confronted with things long since past generally means that law and not justice is administered. 

For the time being, all haggling over the price of Labor in the local market place has died down, the line contractors are playing hard to get, and using court injunctions to help them out. We haven’t heard whether Brother Gee of Local 213 has been fitted with one of those gray suits decorated with broad arrows so fashionable in the “big house,” or whether the Supreme Court has thrown the case out. We hope we don’t have to send George his Easter Bunny in Oakalla. 

The wiring contractors will be next on the agenda, we wish the boys luck in their dealings with them. 


I wonder if the Convention would entertain a motion to put a couple of extra days in February, and thus give harassed press secretaries a little more time to do their stuff. 

F.J. Bevis, P.S.
